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Railroads.

DUTIES ON BOOKS.

AN APPEAL FOR Tlll',lll ABOLITION,

To the Editor uf The Tribune.
Sir: Among the questions with which Cong

relute to money ; this 1o education.
dollars (o the Treasury, oF 1468 oertain Class 0

factures, is not 1o be compared with thist which the
people snstaln by obstructing the avenues o intelli

genee and thonsht.
As the world 1=

saries of life, or even more,

eiviligation, They are to the

tarded or wholly chetked. Natious

spected more for thelr advancement in wisdom el

i the arls thit embellish life than for thelr arminents,
Wit

e

and this advaneement ey e mensnted by

fusion anong the people of pooks and artistie obyects
are Jimited In nunber

The wants of bare ncessily
and cost.
crensing vrlety. Kuowledge,  sejenve af
velof hew winis that give
and et in motwn the wheels of Comierny:.

In the yeur 1535, i= reported by the
of Educatlon, the ex
he Unlted statos
HAB. W willingly submnt to {lls outlny becans
belleve that edueatlon is e qoriers
institutions,  And et white with one
we apend  ohr money Tavishiy
knowletge free tooall, with the othe
door mEainst it by taxing th
have tanght our children and onrse
sefm anxious that our peophe shonld
ing of knowledge, but i they vk 10 g0
beoome  truly  learned,
means that have no paralle
of mankind, clvilized or SavAge.

What s aequired In onr comr

el e vast sumoof #1150

education, btat only the tools of knowledee, whd
Keeplug these

effieiently. Tt s » great
sponding B feW yeurs ul
inishied. 11 b= du
frer life shonld he
of which only the

suecess In life depends largely on onr
toonls sharp and using i
error Lo suppose that aftet
sehool the work of wducation 5 1
fact, only begun, and the whols a
spent in completing the strnoture
foundation wus Iald n youtl

We seom to cure lese for
our eattle;  Anjmals for preading puepos
our taril, admitted free
fmprove e bodies of onr helfers beesuse
a computable value,
golves o fmprove
glving them untrammelled aoe

of the world. !
Our policy in respect o the fariff on bonks

without precedent amoneg met. past or present
few of the fore
in onder to malse the
port, they ame foreod 1o
pooks with the mst, but the polic
aricles as @ prolective Jneasure Tias
sdopted in any conntry hut ours. Every Gove
n Europn except sp adimite  books  free,

Russta, self-centred and {ntolerant as she b= of forcdean
13

Helcium and
whiihy we

ideas, They ame free sweillen, Norway,

Nritain, the Germun Empiee, Austoi,
France. Even China and Japan. nations

tn our pride and self-coneeit exwll wueivitized, and
our shores, have
thi=

whose people we shat out fram
sufficient intelligence to male taritt that, in
respect, should put us to e Blash.

The only nations in which dutles on books are
charged are the following. (See  sennte Document

1e~4 “ Forclan Tarils"y;
Literii.
Haxtl, 1 to 20 cents per volame.
dexicn, atout 40 cenls per MW ponnids.
Argenting Rep b oper cent.
Guatemila, 10 per cent,
spain, sbotit &0 cents per 100 ponn a4,

Of these six coutitries, two bre peopled by nesroes,
sl are poor and burdened with de shi, and some o
them are only recently emeiging from the daminion
of superstition and misrule.  But Liad 45 thelr finom
do not
ey to make i worse by lnposing & restricilve tax on
knowledge. Their dnuties are small, while our rich
and powerful Nuatlon with un wverflowing  Treasary
axacts & sum two and a hall times a= hich as the

vial and Intellectnsl condition may be, they

lighest of them, and greater thin that of ull the ua
Lons of the carih added topether,

1t may be stated thit G aTt The European eountrivs
above named palntings und endravings ure also froe,
sxeept In Spaln, where o duty of oli¢ pesetis on e I
0| woently

York,
might travel free throngh every chistom house in
Enrope nntil it reached spatn, where it wonld he suh

jocted o o taritf of exartly 2O cents.  When U
dhted with @

picture Is exar The painiing of Turner,
putclused by & pubblespl el mdstenr in New

pesches the United state
futy 130,000 Umes s great.
This i= not o coase of ;mt:.un» ",

MM,

Ours 45 pob Uee ondy tution thul has tdapted thie

policy of encouragiog dumestic fnilustry,  Goerian
Austels, Frafoe aund Hissdn are thorenshl
bast: they wpe abile 1o s thit there
worth possessing besides money.  Exprossion ol
mind and |
i ud]!t‘ujllu
ane dollar on another.,  The W 2
happen is o et our people dlsvover that pro
g education in this couniry o LENE

it

Wi are compelled to choose bEtween the Lwo the s

Will ot be alviays dodlnful,
Our polles 7= =0 opposed to thul of every athor o
lightened nation that the difforence cantsl be !
monized. I we are right Bl the pest ol the W
must bo wrong: thepe i= none 1o baliale
glge for we.  We st acvept px!'- ol
mankind, aud submit (o be oo
feiul, sordid people, devald of tasde
litthe for literature, art or sciene
sorbed In the dgtelde pursalt ot certieg

It was not always so.  In e et
framed Ly the wise tmen Who wob oure bile]
and who founded our polivieal Inssiutions,  ooks

wera made free, and they =o cantin
half & centiury. The law of 1547 dmp
ouly & per cent. and this ¢ m!nnml
wlien the War Tarlt! reieod the
ks only sinee 3 that the

of 15 per 1 b contimued, and that books by &
Rutlioes, not o vothe Unilted =tates,
und nov for sale, [ree. In e face
report the duty was nearly -:.mhl-u
By our pres=ent lsw books, ete,. s
fn" any  phitlesopl
fur wny ontvge,

when e
rellgions socivty
If wo =ay it b= tntri ids
tion, then the ul..»l-- srgment for the dng
thee gronind, tndess W tale the positian 1

education Is o gl thing,  preotection  is  letter,

surely i1 ks more e shimild @
volume than Ut le ~,u-r|ill b coripallod oo re
w publie Hbeary to dook o
wiudy I ountil he les n
braries wre few, or

(hir existing t
duty books 1hat mit
that we ar 1obl to be content

renders nper .-...!r.|.-

ai InslEnitlcant matter, for these amounied Jist vear
ol the Timslis
(L |
Moreover, old Looks are not the ones we most neal
Phis 8 an age of interse movement, when even e
slow. Iv.rul\ venrs cannt 1ir

1o only 12 per oent
imported.  (hiepurt of

vall of  =tutl

s eleetricity ne
more 10 us than o ey did ln GUT pEeesiors
sudent, the sclentist, the ciwmist, the physician
enginoer, and oven e shilled \\url paats, st
up with the tme, ar
forming himseil of w
thinkers and workers sre dolng, not in o
but in the world besond. 1015 ot e
should hnve what o
Fears ago.  Wothl
poveries in elw v, v photographiv, sted
sleetricity, explosives, machinery, ote,, have

ttlonteged  the Industry of the natlons awl altered
the map of the enrth, and vel our Uil Hinders us
from rending of these things in foreign workis, nntil
viul
Wit
elvis

the knowledpgs hns censed o be practien] or s
1 we thirst for knowledge of Pasteur, Koel, Th
or Huxley, we are told thnt we minst satiady our
n'ltlll Hacon. Addlsan, Sehiller wnd Joremy Tavlor,

When our present tariff was utder o
18R, [t was proposed to exeinpt from dutie
Hentlons of forelen Governmoends  sod e

Ameriean 1
wonld soen to e In

possibile W abjer) 1o th

or onr politles fiom forelen
o, not in Russin or in Ching,

0!!'!'4-&.
ur impesitive need is tiiat all book:
jolutely. free. 1 W VAN . WOFe

free Hst = hooks, mags an
]m wried, not more than o
Ividual, and not for sale’

fgraving

(Rl Sy
st hooks and engravings o
admitted v, sinee they mlvl‘ .'[:M

A8 artisile prrpseses,

The above law could harm uo ooe. wnd o woold

in uny

Imported™ would apply to wn | ; .
neonsiderul e 1

Qfml objects, but it winld greaily wll thun-ul;lrllu

students and scientific men who e not generally

overburdened with money, Importers shonld e

seetn as U It ouzht 1o mest wifl
(O O 1
nuarter.  The claue  relating 1o h:mh-

m: for they wonld pain by an incredss
s of trwde.
1, however, they oliject. thay shonld b ]'H"Umplllv
nwl.hll,“thu-r fave no business to interfese, for
m‘m @ Lnfls for thele profit.  Phe tarifl is
e uﬂ:r. 113"--“::{??11 and not for the trader

o T y

fJuties to lu‘nl-!ll. the lnparter, a’rlldl ‘;.!h:rl:h:rsnnmbek :3)

Eﬂ reason Why the Government should tax knowledge
T

we
tor

n oent in arder that some tradesmat may be able

1t another 25 per cont,

might be oblected
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